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Project Overview 
On May 10, 1993, Ordinance No. 168,707 became effective establishing the Mount Washington/Glassell Park 
Specific Plan (shown in Figure 1 below). The Plan recognized the “distinctive hills and canyons; mature and 
native vegetation and wildlife habitats; natural open space and panoramic vistas; and pedestrian walking trails 
opportunities” in the Specific Plan area, and seeks to “assure that development proceeds in an orderly 
fashion and in conformance with the General Plan”. 





Figure 1. Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan Area 

The need for this report arises out of the requirement to document the potential impact to biological resources 
that may occur as a result of proposed residential development of the project described below. This report 
has been prepared in a manner to be consistent with Los Angeles City Planning’s Biological Resources Report 
Template (CP-4073) and Biological Reporting Standards (CP-4074), both dated January 11, 2023. 


Project Information

The project is the proposed development of 0.25 acres of vacant land located on Example Drive in the 
neighborhood of Mount Washington in the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California (hereafter, 
“Project”). This biological resources report is being prepared at the request of the Applicant, who states that 
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Figure 5. Fire perimeters within the Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan Area 

Existing Physical/Natural Site Features 

The Project site is located on a steep northeast-facing slope with elevations ranging from approximately 500 
to 540 feet above mean sea level. Soils are Counterfeit-Nacimiento, warm-Urban land association, 20 to 55 
percent slopes . The parent material of this soil type is human-transported material consisting mostly of 2

colluvium and/or residuum weathered from sedimentary rock. The typical soil profile is clay loam or clay to a 
depth of 57 inches. There are no unique physical or natural site features that have unusual or exceptional 
biological value such as cliff faces, rock outcrops, bluffs, or stream banks.


 https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/app/2
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Applicable Regulations and Permits 
The following summarizes regulations and other resource protection mechanisms that are known to be or 
potentially are applicable to biological resources on the Project site. Key species status terms and their 
abbreviations, used later in this report, are in bold text.


Federal

Federal Endangered Species Act 
The Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) is the federal government’s tool to protect rare and declining 
plant and wildlife species. It is implemented jointly by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS, terrestrial 
species) and the National Marine Fisheries Service. FESA protects species using the following status 
designations: 


• An endangered (FE) species is a species of invertebrate, plant, or wildlife formally listed under FESA as 
facing extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its geographic range. 


• A threatened (FT) species is a species of invertebrate, plant, or wildlife formally listed under FESA as 
likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its 
range.


A proposed threatened (FPT) or proposed endangered (FPE) species is one officially proposed for addition 
to the federal threatened or endangered species lists. A candidate (FC) species is one under review for 
listing, often due to the submittal of a petition by an outside entity.


"Take" of a federally endangered or threatened species or its habitat is prohibited by federal law without a 
special permit. The term "take", under FESA, means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 
capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in such conduct. “Harm” is defined to encompass "an act which 
actually kills or injures wildlife. Such an act may include significant habitat modification or degradation where 
it actually kills or injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, 
feeding or sheltering" (50 CFR 17.3).


FESA also requires the USFWS to consider whether there are areas of habitat essential to conservation for 
each listed species. Critical habitat (CH) designations protect these areas, including habitat that is currently 
unoccupied but may be essential to the recovery of a species. An area is designated as critical habitat after 
the USFWS publishes a proposed Federal regulation in the Federal Register and then receives and considers 
public comments on the proposal. The final boundaries of critical habitat are officially designated when 
published in the Federal Register.


Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (MBTA) is a federal law governing the taking, killing, possession, 
transportation, and importation of various birds, their eggs, parts, and nests. The take of any number of a bird 
species listed as protected on any one of four treaty lists is governed by the MBTA's regulation of taking 
migratory birds for educational, scientific, and recreational purposes and requiring harvest to be limited to 
levels that prevent over utilization. The MBTA also prohibits taking, possession, import, export, transport, 
selling, purchase, barter, or offering for sale, purchase or barter, certain bird species, their eggs, parts, and 
nests, except as authorized under a valid permit (50 CFR 21.11). 
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City of Los Angeles

City of Los Angeles Protected Tree and Shrub Relocation and Replacement 
Ordinance  
The Protected Tree and Shrub Relocation and Replacement Ordinance took effect in February 2021. As 
defined in Section 46.01 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code,  “protected tree or shrub" means any of the 
following Southern California indigenous tree species, which measures four inches or more in cumulative 
diameter, four and one-half feet above the ground level at the base of the tree, or any of the following 
Southern California indigenous shrub species, which measures four inches or more in cumulative diameter, 
four and one-half feet above the ground level at the base of the shrub:


• Protected Trees:


• Oak tree including Valley Oak (Quercus lobata) and California Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia), or any 
other tree of the oak genus indigenous to California but excluding the Scrub Oak (Quercus 
berberidifolia).


• Southern California Black Walnut (Juglans californica).


• Western Sycamore (Platanus racemosa).


• California Bay (Umellularia californica).


• Protected Shrubs:


• Mexican Elderberry (Sambucus mexicana).


• Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia).


Sections 46.02 to 46.06 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code describe mitigation measures for tree impacts 
and penalties for violating the ordinance.


Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan 
Section 6F of the Mount Washington/Glassell Park provides protections for native and significant trees. 
Specifically, it states “no Native Tree or Significant Tree may be relocated or removed except as provided in 
Article 7 of Chapter I or Article 6 of Chapter IV of the LAMC or unless a Project Permit is obtained pursuant to 
Section 8 of this Plan. Removal shall include any act which will cause a Native or Significant Tree to die, 
including but not limited to acts which inflict damage upon the root system or other part of tree by fire, 
application of toxic substances, operation of equipment or machinery, or by changing the natural grade of 
land by excavation or filling dripline area around the trunk, or by changing the local drainage pattern, either 
inside or outside the dripline, such that it significantly affects the amount of water that reaches the tree roots.”


A Native Tree is defined as “any single trunk Native plant which measures four inches or more in diameter, 
four and one-half feet above the ground level at the base of the plant; or any multiple trunk Native Plant which 
measures 12 inches or more in diameter immediately below the lowest branch; or any plant planted pursuant 
to a permit to relocate or remove trees. This definition shall not include any plant being grown or being held 
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• Regional Study Area: the area for which taxa and habitat records were pulled from most biological 
resource databases. The Regional Study Area includes the following nine 7.5-minute US Geological 
Survey quadrangles with the Specific Plan Area in the central (Los Angeles) quadrangle: Burbank, 
Pasadena, Mount Wilson, Hollywood, Los Angeles, El Monte, Inglewood, South Gate, and Whittier.


Occurrence Potential 
England|Ecology assessed the potential for occurrence of special status plant and wildlife taxa and habitats 
based on data provided by the desktop review and observations made during the field survey. These 
occurrence potential assignments are defined below:


• Present: Taxa or habitat/vegetation community is known to occur on the Project Site based on recent 
surveys, CNDDB (within 10 years), or other records.


• High: Taxa with known recent recorded occurrences/populations near the Project Site and highly suitable 
habitat occurs within the Project Site. Highly suitable habitat includes all necessary elements to support 
the taxon (e.g., elevation, hydrology, soils, cover, habitat type, food resources).


• Moderate: Taxa with known recent recorded occurrences/populations near the Project Site; however, 
habitat within the Project Site has been moderately disturbed, fragmented, or is small in extent. 
Moderately suitable habitat includes several elements to support the taxon (e.g., elevation, hydrology, 
soils, cover, habitat type, food resources). Furthermore, moderately suitable habitat may also be located 
at the edge of the taxon’s range, or there are no reported occurrences nearby.


• Low: Taxa with few known recent recorded occurrences/populations near the Project Site and habitat 
within the Project Site is highly disturbed or extremely limited. A low potential is assigned to annual or 
perennial plant taxa that may have been detectable during a focused survey in the appropriate blooming 
period but was not found; however, small populations or scattered individuals are still considered to have 
a low potential to occur. Additionally, taxa for which poor-quality habitat may support the taxon within the 
Project Site, but the reported extant range is far outside the Project Site and/or any species observations 
would anticipate being migratory (i.e., not likely to reproduce within the Project Site).


• None: Taxa or habitat/vegetation community are not expected to be present because focused surveys 
were conducted and the taxon or habitat/vegetation community was not detected, or the taxon was 
found in the desktop review, but suitable habitat (soil, vegetation, elevational range) was not found on the 
Project Site, or the Project Site is not within the known geographic range of the species.


The potential for bird species were further distinguished into those that may: 1) nest within or near the Project 
Site; 2) forage within or near the Project Site; and/or 3) occur on or near the Project Site only as transients 
during migratory flights or other dispersal events.


Desktop Review

England|Ecology conducted a review of literature and data sources to characterize biological conditions and 
to compile records of special status biological resources that could potentially occur on the Project Site. The 
resources used for this analysis are described below.
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Biological Site Conditions Assessment 
This biological site conditions assessment describes the Project Site’s biological resources based on the 
desktop review and field survey. The format of this section of the report is consistent with Los Angeles City 
Planning’s Biological Resources Report Template (CP-4073) and Biological Reporting Standards (CP-4074), 
both dated January 11, 2023.


Water Resources

The following section discusses observed or potential water resources on and in the vicinity of the Project 
Site. A formal jurisdictional delineation was not conducted as part of data gathering for this report.


Literature Review  
As described in the Methods section above, during the preparation of this report England|Ecology reviewed 
data from the US Geological Survey’s National Hydrography Dataset and the USFWS National Wetlands 
Mapper. This review found the following:


• No water features mapped on or immediately adjacent to the Project Site.


• One seasonal drainage feature in the canyon adjacent to Mt. Washington Drive north of the Project site. 
This drainage feature terminates approximately 600 feet to the north in the National Wetlands Mapper, 
and 300 feet to the north in the National Hydrography Dataset.


No other features were detected in the vicinity of the Project site during this review.


Field Methodology  
A discussion of methods, including the date, time, and weather parameters is provided in the Methods 
section of this report and summarized in Table 2.


Data Analysis  
Resource Presence/Absence 

No water features are present on or in the vicinity of the Project Site.


Potential Project Impacts  

As no water features are present on the Project Site, the proposed Project will not have any direct impacts on 
water resources. Any proposed construction project has the potential to have significant indirect and 
cumulative impacts to water resources due to run-off during storm events. Run-off impacts to water quality 
will be minimized to the extent feasible via compliance with the City-mandated Low Impact Development 
ordinance, which will reduce run-off to at or near pre-development levels.


General Conclusions  
The proposed Project will not have significant direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on water resources.
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Vegetation Communities & Habitats

The following section discusses observed vegetation communities and habitats on and in the vicinity of the 
Project Site.


Literature Review 
A review of the CNDDB determined a total of seven (7) sensitive natural communities are mapped within the 
Regional Study Area. These are discussed in the Data Analysis section below.


Field Methodology 
A discussion of methods, including the date, time, and weather parameters is provided in the Methods 
section of this report and summarized in Table 2.


Data Analysis 
Resource Presence/Absence 

Open space within the Specific Plan Area is predominantly comprised of non-native grasslands with scattered 
elements of chaparral and sage scrub (e.g., California Sagebrush [Artemisia californica], Black Sage [Salvia 
mellifera], and California Encelia [Encelia californica]) and larger shrubs or short woodland species such as 
Laurel Sumac (Malosma laurina), Toyon, Black (aka Mexican) Elderberry, and Southern California Black 
Walnut. Some areas, particularly on north-facing slopes, have a tree canopy density sufficient to be 
categorized as a California Walnut Woodland, a sensitive community tracked by the CNDDB. Native and non-
native oaks are also present in some areas, but are not a dominant canopy tree species in the Specific Plan 
Area.


These open space areas and their habitats, when combined with the largely mature growth of landscape trees 
(“urban forest”) associated with the residences in the Specific Plan Area, provide habitat for a diverse array of 
fauna. The author of this report has documented over 120 bird species at his home adjacent to Elyria Canyon. 
Larger mammals, such as Coyotes (Canis latrans), thrive here. Mule Deer (Odocoileus hemionus) and even 
Bobcats (Lynx rufus) are present infrequently, indicating some level constrained habitat connectivity despite 
being within a major urban zone. 


Because of the urban environment, however, sensitive vegetation communities (except for those associated 
with Southern California Black Walnut) are unexpected in the Specific Plan Area. Five of the communities 
identified as occurring within the Regional Study Area almost certainly do not occur anywhere in the Specific 
Plan Area: Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub, Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest, Southern 
Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest, Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland, and Open Engelmann Oak 
Woodland. The two other communities identified in the desktop review, California Walnut Woodland and 
Walnut Forest, occur within or near the Specific Plan Area. The nearest mapped location of Walnut Forest is at 
Debs Park to the southeast.


Vegetation on the Project site is consistent with Juglans californica Forest & Woodland Alliance (California 
Walnut Groves) , which crosswalks to California Walnut Woodland considered sensitive by CDFW and 20

mapped in the CNDDB.


 CNPS. 2023. A Manual of California Vegetation, Online Edition. http://www.cnps.org/cnps/vegetation/20

Page  21

http://www.cnps.org/cnps/vegetation/


SAMPLE DOCUMENT - PAGES PURPOSELY OMITTED



Biological Resources Report
 1234 Example Drive

City of Los Angeles 

March 15, 2023 

Wrentit (Chamaea fasciata) | High Potential 
Bird Species of Conservation Concern

A common, characteristic resident of California chaparral habitat. Also frequents shrub understory of coniferous 
habitats from the coast to lower regions of mountains throughout cismontane California. Absent east of the 
Cascade-Sierra Nevada crest in Great Basin and southeastern deserts, except extends east in small numbers 
into southwestern Modoc Co. and into eastern Plumas Co. Absent from Channel Islands. Very sedentary, but 
there is some postbreeding, upslope movement in mountain regions, apparently by young. Present in isolated 
open space pockets in the Specific Plan Area, such as Elyria Canyon Park.


Other taxa of concern to the City not discussed here or within Appendix F are Vernal Pool Branchiopods, 
Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus), California Red-legged Frog (Rana draytonii), and Mountain Lion (Puma 
concolor). None of these taxa have any potential for occurrence anywhere within the Specific Plan Area.


Birds – including native species protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game 
Code – have the potential to nest in nearly any environment, including those heavily altered by anthropogenic 
activity. On the Project site, trees and shrubs provide ample locations for potential nesting, although no 
nesting was observed. 


As discussed previously, the occasional presence of larger animals like Mule Deer and Bobcats indicate some 
limited habitat connectivity between the Specific Plan Area and open space areas external to the Specific 
Plan Area. Relative to the Project Site, while most of the hillside on which the Project is proposed remains 
undeveloped, the hillside would not be expected to be important to wildlife movement because of the terrain. 


Potential Project Impacts  

The Project will have direct impacts to natural vegetation currently used by wildlife. Significant direct impacts 
to special status wildlife species or their habitat would not be expected. All special status species that are 
likely to occur are birds, which are mobile and can evade direct impacts during construction. To comply with 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, it is recommended that pre-construction surveys for nesting birds by a qualified 
biologist take place within 300 feet of all project work areas within one week of the commencement of project 
infrastructure construction if work occurs during the nesting bird season, which is generally accepted as 
February 1 to August 31. The biologist will also determine if areas near the proposed work areas are occupied 
by any special-status wildlife species just prior to construction. In the event that special-status species are 
found close enough to work areas that incidental take could occur, project activities may need to be curtailed 
until the species have departed. Likewise, to avoid potential take under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
construction activities should not take place in the vicinity of any active bird nests. The recommended 
construction buffer zone around active bird nests varies by species and would need to be determined on an 
individual basis based on the opinion of the surveying biologist as agreed upon by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife.


City requirements for consideration of indirect impacts include impacts that may occur from adding wildlife 
barriers (e.g., fencing) or modifying human infrastructure commonly utilized by wildlife (e.g., culverts). No such 
impacts are expected as a result of the proposed Project.


City requirements for consideration of cumulative impacts include impacts that may occur from cumulative 
losses in the local populations of a sensitive/special status species or in a general wildlife corridor., including 
describing recent projects within a 500-foot radius and whether their impacts together with the project may 
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Appendix D. Potential Sensitive & Special Status Taxa Table - 
Flora  
The table below summarizes the occurrence potential on the Project Site of 42 special status plant taxa 
identified during the desktop review.


Common Name Scientific Name Status Source(s) Habitat & Blooming Period Potential Factors Considered

San Diego Button-
Celery

Eryngium 
aristulatum var. 
parishii

FE, CE, 
CRPR 1B.1

CNPS, 
CNDDB(1)

Coastal scrub, Valley and 
foothill grassland, Vernal pools 
from 65-2035ft. Blooms Apr-
Jun.

None
Only LA County record is 
from 1901. Center of range 
is San Diego County. 

Western Bristly 
Scaleseed

Spermolepis 
lateriflora CRPR 2A CNPS, 

CNDDB(1)
Sonoran desert scrub from 
1200-2200ft. Blooms Mar-Apr. None

Habitat not present. 
Outside of known elevation 
range.

White Rabbit-
Tobacco

Pseudognaphaliu
m leucocephalum CRPR 2B.2 CNPS, 

CNDDB(5)

Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal scrub, 
Riparian woodland from 
0-6890ft. Blooms (Jul)Aug-
Nov(Dec).

None Habitat not present.

Los Angeles 
Sunflower

Helianthus nuttallii 
ssp. parishii CRPR 1A CNPS, 

CNDDB(3)
Marshes and swamps 
(freshwater, coastal salt) from 
35-5005ft. Blooms Aug-Oct.

None Habitat not present. 
Considered extirpated.

Southern Tarplant
Centromadia 
parryi ssp. 
australis

CRPR 1B.1 CNPS, 
CNDDB(10)

Marshes and swamps 
(margins), Valley and foothill 
grassland (vernally mesic), 
Vernal pools from 0-1575ft. 
Blooms May-Nov.

None Habitat not present.

Smooth Tarplant
Centromadia 
pungens ssp. 
laevis

CRPR 1B.1 CNPS, 
CNDDB(1)

Chenopod scrub, Meadows 
and seeps, Playas, Riparian 
woodland, Valley and foothill 
grassland from 0-2100ft. 
Blooms Apr-Sep.

None Habitat not present.

Coulter's Goldfields Lasthenia glabrata 
ssp. coulteri CRPR 1B.1 CNPS, 

CNDDB(4)
Marshes and swamps (coastal 
salt), Playas, Vernal pools from 
5-4005ft. Blooms Feb-Jun.

None Habitat not present.

San Bernardino 
Aster

Symphyotrichum 
defoliatum CRPR 1B.2 CNPS, 

CNDDB(3)

Cismontane woodland, 
Coastal scrub, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Marshes and 
swamps, Meadows and 
seeps, Valley and foothill 
grassland (vernally mesic) from 
5-6695ft. Blooms Jul-Nov.

None
Habitat low quality because 
of site disturbance. All LA 
Basin records more than 
100 years old.

Greata's Aster Symphyotrichum 
greatae CRPR 1B.3 CNPS, 

CNDDB(8)

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Riparian 
woodland from 985-6595ft. 
Blooms Jun-Oct.

None
Habitat not present. 
Outside of known elevation 
range.
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Long-eared Owl Asio otus SSC, 
BCC IPaC None No habitat present for this species.

Nuttall’s Woodpecker Dryobates nuttallii BCC-
BCR IPaC Present Locally common nesting species.

Oak Titmouse Baeolophus inornatus BCC IPaC Present Present sporadically within the 
Specific Plan Area, but uncommon.

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi SSC, 
BCC IPaC Moderate Occurs rarely in the Specific Plan Area 

as a migrant.

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus FE, CE CNDDB(3) None

Two CNDDB records greater than 100 
years old overlap the Specific Plan 
area. There is no habitat for this 
species anywhere in the Specific Plan 
area.

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni ST CNDDB(1) Low
Sometimes detected as a flyover 
during migration, but would not use 
habitats on the Project site.

Tricolored Blackbird Agelaius tricolor
ST, 
SSC, 
BCC

CNDDB(1) None No habitat present for this species. 
Likely no longer extant in the region.

Western Grebe Aechmophorus 
occidentalis BCC IPaC None No habitat present for this species.

Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis FT, SE CNDDB(3) None No habitat present for this species. 

Likely no longer extant in the region.

Willet Tringa semipalmata BCC IPaC None No habitat present for this species.

Wrentit Chamaea fasciata BCC IPaC High
Present in isolated open space 
pockets in the Specific Plan Area, 
such as Elyria Canyon Park.

Yellow Rail Coturnicops 
noveboracensis

SSC, 
BCC CNDDB(1) None No habitat present for this species.

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens SSC CNDDB(1) Low

Occurs annually at Rio de Los Angeles 
State Park and has occurred in Elyria 
Canyon Park. Would only occur 
stopping over as a migrant due to a 
lack of suitable habitat.

MAMMALS

American Badger Taxidea taxus SSC CNDDB(1) None

The single Los Angeles basin CNDDB 
record is undated with a huge area of 
location uncertainty and is derived 
from a specimen in the Los Angeles 
County Museum. It is unclear why this 
record is listed as "Presumed Extant”.

Big Free-tailed Bat Nyctinomops macrotis SSC CNDDB(2) Low

Bat distribution within the Mt. 
Washington area is not well known, 
though the author has never detected 
a bat in 20 years in Mt. Washington. 
There is no roosting habitat on the 
Project site for this species. 
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